Scripture often pictures God’s Kingdom, the perfect society, as a banquet.
In the New Testament, the meals in which Christians share – and the
Eucharist is among them – are meant to be true signs of that yet-to-berealised banquet and Kingdom. They are occasions of joy flowing from the
belief that our identity lies in being loved by God, and of sharing this joy
unselectively.
How am I feeling as I start to give time to the Lord? Eager to pray?
Tired? Anxious? Or …?
I tell the Lord, and ask God for what I feel I need: to be able to praise
him; to ask for a deeper faith, or …?
What does the week hold for me, and how do I feel God may be
calling me?
And … what do I want to ask of God for myself and others?

This prayer prompts me to appreciate how faithful God is to me; how
he cares constantly for me, and so I may find myself reflecting on some
of the ‘good things’ that I now realise have been given to me today.
I give myself time to ponder them and to give thanks to God.
Perhaps I am moved to ask forgiveness for those times I have lacked
faith and trust in God today.
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I end my prayer giving thanks and praise to my loving God.

‘Lectio Divina’ encourages us to read the two texts on this page.

Ecclesiasticus links more with the first half of the Gospel passage.
The Psalm refers more to the second part: to God’s care for the poor, and
to those rejected and oppressed in society – a theme of Luke’s Gospel.
I reflect on a phrase that draws me …
I allow it to touch my heart …
I speak to God about whatever comes to my mind and heart …

How do I define status: by rank or occupation? What are the criteria
Jesus applies to others, to me?

How do I value people? Whom do I think are of worth? Whom do I
‘cultivate’? Whom do I invite or exclude from my heart?
I read the story several times allowing God’s Spirit to invite me into
the scene: Jesus talking to the host, to the guests, to me.
I ask God’s Spirit to help me discern the values of the Kingdom
illustrated in this parable, and how they apply to the different areas in
my life.
I ask patiently for the graces of generosity and of service of others.

